CHAPTER IX
HINDUISM AND CASTE
THE Hindus outnumber the Muhammadans in the
Madras Presidency by a very large percentage. It
seems strange that the smaller community, even
though it was the conquering race at one time,
should have survived absorption in the larger, after
so many generations have passed. The uncom-
promising pride of race of the Muslims has had
much to do with their preservation, and the
exclusive caste system of the Hindus has tended
towards the same end..
Before the laws of Manu were formulated, caste,
if it existed at all, was a vague, unobtrusive
institution. No mention is made of it in the
Vedas except in the foreshadowing said to be
shown in the above lines. The legend runs that
Purushu, the supreme deity, sacrificed himself
and permitted himself to be cut into four
parts. From those four parts sprang the four
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